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diplomatic gesture. But even though orthodox
England has learned to recognise the existence of
Communism, India is still a little reluctant to
acknowledge Socialism in its midst.
To advocate Socialism involves the instant disap-
proval of authority in India. Orthodoxy and the
Government of India have no use for Socialism.
They still believe that every cloud has its silver
lining, and that there is prosperity round the corner
of every depression, and all they have done for the
workless, the poor, the unemployed, is to ask them
to have faith in God, make strange offerings
and wait for manna to drop from the
heavens. This is the philosophy of life, which
they want us to imbibe. It is the basis of their
sound economic principles. It is even their
religion.
Socialism, however, is always being confounded
with the art of being sociable on the one hand
and with revolution and Communism on the
other. It is like the confusion that exists in
India about words like "gigolo", which they believe
has something to do with homosexuals or
some perverted form of sex. So, too, Socialism
is some perverted political creed which is not
"decent."
But Nehru had advocated it as the only salvation
of the peoples of India. It was a momentous
decision and the reaction of small fry was interest-